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Nu MB. LXXY. 


The Prompter. 





Or I'm a Dunce — or, Womankind 
Is a ftrange, unintelligible, Thing ! 

{ can no Texture, er Connexion, find ; 
Nor their loofe Parts to Method bring. — 


I know not what the Learn’d may fee: 
But, — They're firange, Hebrew Things, toME! —~ 


Cow Ley. 





TuESsDAY, JULY 29. 1736. 





MoNSsTER ; too Commiox to be 
carried about for a Shew, and too 
Ug'y, to bear looking at: Elle, 
there is not, among all the mif- 
fhapen, grim, Animals, which are 
WIS proclaim’d UNNATURAL, by 
“YF ‘Sound of a Trumpet, Any thing, 
fo deteftably the Revere of what the was intended for, 
as this Rational Grimalkin ! this voracious, dry, Harpy, 
in Mafyucrade! this, balf-bumaz, TYGER, in Pet- 
ticoats ! 

Let Nobody tell me of the Re/ped that is due to 
the Ladies ; — TVhefe are vo Ladies: ‘They have re- 
nounc’d, and abandon’d, whatever is tender, what- 
ever is amiable, in Woman: and the Rights of the 
Sex are Advantages, which They are too Manzi/h to 
fupport any Claim to. 

I have ftruggled fo long to fupprefs my Refent- 
ment, againft thefe Autidotes to Defire, that it has 

iven me the Heart-Burv. — In fhort, I can contain 
myfelf no longer: but am for Executing all fuch in- 
corrigible Offenders, for Hish Treafon, againtt Love, 
and the Sex’s Hereditary Rigbt of DOMINION. 

Tue Goths and Vaudals, of old, were lefs bar- 
barous Deftroyers, than thete Doweftic Subverters of 
Government.—They have fill’d all our Famiies with 
Avarice, and Ignorance; made Politenels, and Gal- 
lantry, unnecefiary Qualifications : banifh’d Wit, and 
Converfation, out of Good Company, and, with an 
infamous Delight in Contradittion, and Abfurdity, 
fplit our Publick ASSEMBLIES into Divifion and 
Parties. 

AxLu That Sweetnefs, and Innocence, All That 
Gentlenefs, and winning Attraction, of Look, Voice, 
and Sentiment, All That Modefty of Adcrefs, and 
littening Softnefs of Good-breeding, which, when I 
was myfeif a Young Fellow, feiz’d Mens Hearts, like 
a Contagion, and made Woman, at once, delightful, 
and dangerous ! ~All ‘Thefe are, at prefent, become 
imazinary Ideas! — Our Women have their Time {fo 
importantly engrofs'd, by the Cards, that they are not 
at Leifure, to charm — They are not to be refifted, 
when they fet themfelves upon winning your Money : 
But, as for your Heart, they enter into no Pilots that 
concern ir; They neither give Pleafure, nor receive 
it, in the Way which their Morbers were born for: 





They are chaff, yet not virtuous: For, while they 
feel no Delire, they can never be faid to refit it.— 
Like Girls in the Green-Sickne/s, who prefer Sea- 
Coal, and Old Wall, to the Beft, and moft Savoury 
Dithes, They have carded into their Conftitutions a 
Kind of Unwifbing Depravity, which they are filly 
enough to fuppofe, may be miftaken for Comtizence. 

[ profefs not to confider their almoft univerfal 
Propenfity to Gaming, as productive of any further 
Difbonour, than fuch as is infeparable from fo low a 
Wafte of their Time : For, as to the often-urg’d Temp- 
tations under which it has been reprefented as capable 
of bringing their Virtue, I think, their Perfoxs ma 
generally be pleaded, in Balance— The naa ets 4 
and Infenfibility of Softnefs, which they gradually 
contract, iz Play, from a too earneft and virulent 
Indulgence of their Spleen, and Tll-nature, giving a 
faving, and forbidding, Catt to their Features, which 
can never want due Influence, let Opportunity be as 
favourable as it pleafes. 

InN the meah Time, I pity the Husbands, the 
Sous, and the Daughters, Great Part of whofe Hap- 
pinefs, or Mifery, in Life, is to nig on the Cori- 
duct of thefe good Chriftians, who, in. the literal 
Sente. of the Scripture Phrafe, may be faid to eat, and 
drink, and rife up to play—As Wives, They have 
Families to govern; and Husbands, to converfe with, 
and to pleafe: As Moruers, they have Children to 
educate, and to qualify, by Example, and Precept : 
As WoMEN, they have Characters to preferve, and 
adorn ; —- Minds, to furnifh, and ftrengthen: — 


_ Memories to ftore, and enliven; — and Virtues, to 


watch over, and exercife; — for the Honour and 
Ornament of their Race, and the Comfort, and Du- 
ties, of Society in general. 

Burt, All Thefe, without Quadrille, are the wea- 
rifom Encumbrances of Life! QUADRILLE is the 
Foy, that gives it Spirit, and Brightne/s !—For This, 
they hurry over their Mea/s, and abridge their moft 
agreeable Refrefhments: For This alone, they vifit, 
and are vifited: By This alone they seafure their 
Enjoyments, atid Felicity: letting their Minds lie 
wafte, and barren, that their Hands may be fill’d 
with Idlenefs. | 

Tue Growth of fo vicious a Habit, as our Wo- 
mens Attachment to Cards, at the fame Time that it 
fhews us the prevalent Power of Cu/tom, es 
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haps; to account for that Degeneracy, and Corrup. 
tion, among Men, which fome have remark’d, to 
the Difadvantage of our National Reputation. -—~ 
Our Youth is in the Hands of thefe Mothérs: And 
the Spartam Example gave a Proof, beyond Queftion, 
that Nature flaxds bent, the Way, that Infancy is 
pointed. , 

In This, the Care, and the Wifdom, of Govern- 
ments is beft difcern’d, and moft interefted. — A 
Great, and Provident, Adininiftration, forefzeing all 
necefiary ill Effects, prevents them, by removing 
their Caufes : Whereas the Weaknefs of a temporary 
Expediency can but palliate, and cover, Corruption, 
with a Cloud of unpolitical Renzedy.— 1 fhou'd not 
{cruple to charge upon the Defect of a Miniftry’s 
Vigilance, that radical Neglect of Correéfiow, iz due 
Seafon, whereby Cuftoms, pernicious, and of gene- 
ral Bad Tendency, are allow’d to get Ground in 4 
Nation. : 

Ir were a feolifh Excufe, to fay, with Regard 
to the Vice we are complaining of, that there are 
Laws in Force, againft ir. I deny it, as a manifett 
Falfity: From the Court, to the Cottaze, I {ee Cards 
in every Corner.— If I ftep into a Coffee-houfe, The 
Card-Tatles have ufurp’d the Place of Converfe, and 
Bufinefs: If I make one, at an Affembly, I fee the 
Company divided into Parties, at Cards, and the 
very End of their Coming together, made ridiculous, 
and ufelefs, by their want of Tafte and Good Senfe, 
to fupport Coxverfation.—If I look for the Ladies in 
their Boxes, at our Theatres, I find none of them fo 
unfafhionably employ’d; They are, All, Face to 
Face, at Quadrille. — What a Madnefs, then, to 
pretend, we have Laws in full Force, againft a Vice 
in full Praétice ! 

t is ridiculous to talk of Law, for Prohibirion 
of wilted 3 that is not, vifibly, and univerfally, 
diftontinued by the Law-Makers.—When the Peo- 

le fee Gaming, for Money, a Diverfion in the higheft 

epute, at the Houfes of their Parliament Men ; 
it will be in vain to put ’em in mind, that it is de- 
clar’d illegal, by 44 of Parliament. 

Twat there ought to be fome ferious Law, not 
only made, but rigoroufly executed, for Reftraint of 
{fo exorbitant a Deviation, from what Woman was 
wither meant, or form’d for, will, I think, be readily 
confefs’d, by Every Lover of the Sex.—Their Spi- 
rits are too volatile for Ref: Take from’em, there- 
fore, all impertinent Attractions, and they will rather 
chufe to be well-employ’d, than live Idle. 

WERE’ want of Senfe as infamous as Lofs of In- 
nocence, we fhould, probably, adore thofe Women, 
who, ow, teach us to defpife them.—The Husband, 
who finds Home nee becaufe His Wife is either 
fullenly dumb, or talkatively infipid, wowd, when 
Bufinefs forc’d him out, return, for ever, with a 
Lover’s Eagernefs, to Beauty, ftrengthen’d by fixe 
Tafte, endear'd by Softnefs, and Sincerity, enrich’d 
with Apprebenfion, and Ideas, and made /parkling by 
an eloquent Vivacity. 

Remove but the Carbs, beyond the Reach of a 
Young Lady’s Withes, and, after the has yawn’d, 
and ftretch’d, and figh’d away a Month or two, fhe 
will begin to ask herfelf, what other Care deferves 
to fill That Time, that hangs, /o emptily, about her ; 
like a loofen’d Sail, in want of Wind enough to {well 
it into Motion. She will find, in Anfwer of this 
Queftion, that there are a thoufand Things to know, 
a thoufand Paths to tread, in Every One whereot 


thin 





fhe may purfue; and overtake, Adornment, Influence. 
and Empire 

WHA is till more happy, fhe will not know ity 
for Her fe/f clone — She will tranfmit it to Her Chil. 
dren; and Her Childrens Children: For, ’tis to Cy- 
ftom, Habit, Educatioa, and Example, that we owe 
Whatever we are, whatever We think, whatever we 
do, ani whatever we corsmunicate. . 

Tere is nothing lefs jafé than the Complaint 
which is made, by the Ladies, againft Mamn’s Incon- 
francy: They deceive us, in Comverfe, as Profpects 
do, in Travellizg.—While we are viewing the Coun. 
try, at Diffance, we {ee nothing but the Gay, and 
the Tempting : —All the Dirt, and the Difficulty, is 
referv’d, ‘till we are in the midft oP it— 

To return to, and conclude with my Subject, it 
feems poffible, and very eafy, to make a Law, for 
Reftraint of Gaming, effectual. — It might be done 
with no more Difficulty, than, by abfolutely forbid. 
ding, under the moft formidable Penalties, not 
Carp1NnG, IN IrseLr, but for Any Adventure, of 
Profit, or Lois: Any Money, or Stake, even to the 
Value cf a fingle Farthing. 

Tuis, removing the Cause, Avarice, the Er. 
FECT, Carding, will, in Confequence, ceafe, as to 
Generals; atid, yet, the innocent Ufe of it remain 
in the Choice of All People: So that the Clamour of 
prohibiting the Liberty of ‘electing our Diverfioxs 
will be groundlefs, and obviated. 


~— 





To the Author of the Prompter. 


SIR, 


™ MSTAKEN People are apt to fay, we have 
_ got nothing by the UN1on: I wou’d have 
“ %em to know, They are deceiv'd: We have, long 
“ fince, got ScoTcH Vores, in great Plenty: We 
“ are getting ScoTCH RELIGION as faft as is co- 
“ venient: And, what is moft Extraordinary of the 
“ Three, we have, of late, got ScorcH WEATHER, 
“ to boaft of. 

“ WHat That ‘s, if your Readers don’t feel, 
They may /earx, trom the following In{cription, 
which was found (like One you have already 
“ inferted in the Prompter) on a Glafs Window, in 
“ That Country, where, by the way, Gla/s Win- 
“© dows, are a Kind of a Rarity. 


<4 
<4 


Scotland, thy WEATHER’s like a madifo WIFE; 
Thy Winds azd Rains maintain perpetual Strife: 
So, Termagant, 4 While, her Thunder tries ; 
And, when fhe can no longer {cold — fhe cries. 


Put me into ycur Paper, and oblige, 


Your humble Servant, 


Otp ENGLAND. 











Erratum ii NumsB, LXXIY. 
Page 1. Col. 1. 1.25. for Triumph, r. Luipi)’ 
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Priated for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may te had. 
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